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Letters to the editor
Misguided Humility?
I couldn't help but respond with a word
of defense of my brotherhood when I read
the M a y 25 article, [Letter to the Editor]
"Call for Humility." We should indeed
humble ourselves before our God as we
a p p r o a c h o u r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l bicentennial in gratitude to Him for the rich
heritage of the Brethren In Christ Church
that is the result of two hundred years of
soul searching church history. It is by the
grace of God, and that alone, that the
church has weathered two hundred years
of soul-rending decision making, commitment and transition and is still growing at
an 'exciting' rate while faithfully and conscienteously maintaining biblical principles upon which the founding fathers
launched her. I say " P r a i s e the Lord!",
how can one help but be humbled in light
of all God has done for us?
H u m b l e ourselves before God at this
exciting point in our church history? Absolutely! Humble ourselves before the
Salvation Army, the Baptist Church, or
any other religious organization because
we cannot boast the same numerical or
organizational growth? Never! I subscribe
to our brother's call to modesty in the
celebration of this anniversary, but not
because we lack the courage to admit
where we are, rather because we have the
c o u r a g e t o t a k e an h o n e s t look a t
o u r s e l v e s , a d m i t w h e r e we a r e a n d
endeavor to do something positive and
constructive about it. M o r e importantly, I

Contents
subscribe to the call to modesty because it
is a trademark of Brethren In Christ
lifestyle.
As one of the task-force leaders in our
p r o g r a m " A d v e n t u r e In E x p a n s i o n "
designed to realize a one-hundred-percent
growth over the next decade I can assure
everyone that " Q u a l i t y " of growth took
precedence over " Q u a n t i t y " in growth at
every meeting. Every session ended with a
time of united prayer that God might help
us keep our priorities during a time when
we are promoting a program of church
growth in which they might easily be lost.
If numerical growth is an end in itself, then
rather than to place a black plastic over the
monument (as we suggested in the article),
we had better place it over our doctrinal
position and just fall in line with these
popular movements that are causing our
eyes to sparkle with their phenominal
statistical and structural growth, while
giving little or no consideration to the
needs of a man's soul and the important
biblical doctrines of the New Birth, Sanctification, and obedient discipleship. I
humble myself before God in gratitude for
the grand privilege of being a small part of
a d e n o m i n a t i o n that keeps scriptural
priorities in their rightful place while still
experiencing exciting growth. I thank God
for the Brethren In Christ Church and the
blessings H e has and is bestowing upon us
as we commit our lives, our ministry, our
destiny to His capable hands.
Robert Keller
Martinsburg, PA

From the Editor
The lead article comes at an appropriate time in our
church year or, more accurately, church biennium.
General Conference becomes a time when needs are
highlighted and our vision enlarged. These experiences are
usually followed by a decision on the part of the conference
body to meet these needs and implement the vision.
More often than not these decisions have financial
overtones. It does not follow that the commitment of the
conference body is automatically implemented in the
budget of the local congregation.
The writer of " O u r Ten-Speed Life-style" blends some
economics, some Scripture, and a little encouragement to
produce a timely and an arresting article.
With this General Conference our brother, Rev. Alvin
C. Burkholder, is retiring as our Director of Stewardship.
Among the many blessings he has brought to the church
has been the truth that spiritual blessings and renewal
follow sacrificial giving. As many of our congregations
will bear witness, Brother Burkholder's so-called Capital
Fund Drives were in fact "revival meetings."
Jesus said it a long time ago—where one's treasure is
there his heart will be also. The other side is also true that
where our heart is there our treasure will be. In fact it is a
glorious or tragic cycle. Our hearts follow our treasure and
our treasure follows our hearts. When this cycle is Goddirected, who knows where that kind of Christian faith and
life will lead our church?
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Editorial

Between the Times
This is not really an editorial. It is a brief report on the
meeting of the General Conference. The next issue
(August 10) will be the "Conference Issue."
The Conference did justice to the 200th anniversary. In
size, programing, supporting features, spirit, and accommodations it was a memorable occasion.
Moderator Don Shafer stated well the spirit of the
conference as he reminded the conference body "to be
bearers of tradition and agents of change." We stand
between our past and the future.
It was a large conference. It was estimated that more
than 2500 were present Sunday afternoon. More than 1500
registered. There were 595 voting members. Eisenhower
Center, with its commodious auditorium and dining
facilities, and the other facilities of Messiah's campus
provided, without question, the most adequate facilities
the General Conference has ever had.
The opening session of the Conference gave indication
of the special quality of this 105th General Conference.
Fifteen representatives from overseas churches were
present—India, Zambia, Rhodesia, Japan, and Nicaragua
were all represented. The international character of the
Conference was highlighted as the ministers from overseas
churches, as well as minority racial groups within the
North American church, participated in serving the Bread
and the Cup at the very well-attended Feet Washing and
Communion Service on Saturday evening.
The official celebration of the 200th Anniversary was
held on Sunday afternoon. The audience filled the large
Brubaker Auditorium and overflowed into adjoining areas
where closed circuit television screens were available.
Three musical selections commissioned by the Commission on Worship and Music were presented in the Sunday
afternoon session. The artist's interpretation of Jacob
Engle was presented by Paul McBeth to the Church
Archivist. The audience participated in a responsive
reading, written by John Zercher, and led by Bishop Don
Shafer.
Dr. Carlton Wittlinger, Church Archivist and Professor
of History, Messiah College, gave the Conference Sermon.
Following the sermon the Publications Board released the
newly published history of the denomination, Quest for
Piety and Obedience.
Three other special events featured the anniversary
theme:
The historical pageant The Pilgrimage of the Brethren
in Christ, written and directed by Norman Bert, with
Wendell Zercher serving as producer, was presented to
capacity audiences three nights of Conference week.
Appropriately staged against a simple and plain setting,
the pageant was a moving experience for those able to
attend. The denomination is greatly indebted to all who
gave much time and effort to this significant event in our
denomination's life.
The Heritage Festival, held in the new Learning
Resource Center, was an outstanding success with an
incredible assemblage of arts and crafts engaged in by
Brethren in Christ members. An interesting side-light was
the varied interpretations through various art forms of the
denominational symbol and the anniversary seal.
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The Birthday Party hosted by Messiah's President and
Mrs. Hostetter on Wednesday evening on the lawn
adjacent to Eisenhower Center was a festive occasion—as
birthday parties should be. Those present were served from
a large cake baked for the occasion.
The Conference did more than celebrate 200 years of
history. We did business—routine and otherwise.
Bishops nominated for regional conference assignments
by the Bishops' Nominating Committee, were confirmed
at the Saturday afternoon session:
Alvin Book
-Allegheny
John Arthur Byers
-Atlantic
Harvey Sider
-Canadian
David Climenhaga
-Central
R. Don Shafer
-Midwest and Pacific
The bishops were consecrated and installed in their
offices at the Sunday evening session.
Other new administrative assignments include:
Carl Keefer -Director of Stewardship and Finance
Lester Fretz -Director of Stewardship and Finance
(Canadian Conference)
Roy V. Sider -Secretary of Overseas Ministries
Glen Pierce -Secretary of Home Ministries
Arthur M. Climenhaga -Representative on Mennonite
World Presidium
Retiring bishops Charlie B. Byers and Henry A. Ginder
were designated by the General Conference as BishopsEmeriti.
The General Conference in a session that lasted until
six-thirty on Thursday evening chose newly-elected-bishop
Alvin Book as moderator for the 1978-1980 biennium.
Walter Winger, pastor of the Carlisle, Pennsylvania,
congregation and president-elect of Niagara Christian
College, was chosen as assistant moderator.
Midway through the Thursday afternoon session the
lights failed in Eisenhower Center and business was conducted by Coleman lanterns and the emergency power
system. There were a number of interpretations on the
lighting failure. The one on which all could most likely
agree was that a large limb fell across a power line burning
out a transformer.
By six-thirty Secretary Climenhaga announced that we
had completed the agenda. Well-justified words of appreciation were spoken to the Convention-director, Paul
Hostetler and his staff as well as to Secretary Climenhaga
and his associates. The moderators conducted the business
with a firm hand but a light touch.
It was a great conference. We not only celebrated, we
also conducted business. The principal regret is that in
spite of record crowds and registration there were still
those who were unable to attend and must get their
inspiration second-handed. Hopefully, through the reports
of persons present and the literature relating to the
Conference, those who were not able to attend can identify
with the spirit of the 200th Anniversary Conference and
share in its inspiration and together we may all get on with
the work. Z

Our Ten-Speed
Life-Style
C. W. Boyer

In t h e R E P O R T O N 1977
MISSIONS
BUDGET,
dated
J a n u a r y 16, 1978, the Board for
Missions' Executive Secretary,
Wilmer Heisey, stated that receipts
totalled $618,376.77, "just $2,043.33
short of the goal of $620,420." Using
my new calculator, I found that $2,043.23 was only .0032929 short of the
goal, which could also be expressed by
the fraction, 37/100 of 1%! So, I am
sure we would agree with Brother
Heisey that " I t would have been a
pleasure to report having gone over
the top, but we share with you a
profound sense of gratitude for the
way in which the brotherhood has
rallied to missions again this year."
But as we look at the reports of
other boards, the picture is not as
bright. J. Ralph Wenger, treasurer of
the Board of Christian Education,
informs me in a letter that " W e were
about $12,000 below our budget goal
for 1977." Since the B. C. E. budget
was $52,925, this would mean that this
board was 22% short of its goal. And,
in a letter from M . M . M a r t i n ,
treasurer of the Board of Benevolence,
he states that " O u r budget for 1977
was $56,000 . . . our receipts were
$36,005," which means that this board
lacked $19,995, or 36% of reaching its
goal!
And, in regard to the support of the
above boards, we need to be aware
that for the current year, 1978, the
Board for Missions budget has been
increased by $65,688, and that of the
other two boards by $2,695, and $4,000 respectively.
Also, closely associated with the
above, is our need to support the
The writer, retired, is living in Baltimore,
M a r y l a n d , where he and his wife are members
of the Marlyn Avenue Brethren in Christ congregation.
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program of the Mennonite Central
Committee. The Brethren in Christ
Church is a member of this group
(Bishop Roy Sider is Secretary, both
of the Committee and of the Executive); and it is largely through this
organization that our contributions
for the relief of world hunger and
human suffering are channeled. I have
wondered how well the Brethren in
Christ are doing in carrying what
might be considered "our share" of
the committee's budget. In a letter
from Brother Sider, he says that, while
M C C makes no effort "to portion out
the budget to various agencies, . . . I
would personally be grateful if we
could increase our participation in
M C C both with funds and personnel."
You have no doubt read the informative article by William Snyder,
Executive Secretary of MCC, in the
May 10 Visitor, "Exploding Myths
About M C C ' s Finances." In this article Brother Snyder mentions "the
decrease in giving." I wonder if this
d e c r e a s e in giving involves the
Brethren in Christ.
I am sure that the foregoing financial situations are a matter of serious
concern to us and it may raise the
question as to whether the Brethren in
Christ Church may actually be overbudgeted. The answer to this serious
question will be found, I believe, in the
answer to another equally important
question: Are we, the Brethren in
Christ Church, giving to the full
potential of our ability, responsibility,
and privilege?
An exhaustive study of the subject
of "giving" would not be possible in
this article; and I would not want to
try to define what our "full potential
of giving" might be. But I do not
believe it would be amiss to point out
that Abraham gave "tithes of all"
(before the Law was given) (Gen.

14:20); that tithes and offerings were
required of God's people (II Chron.
31:12); and that because they failed to
give them, God said, " Y e have robbed
m e " (Mai. 3:8). It is true that we are
now living under grace, and not under
law; and so would it not seem obvious
that under grace, with its greater
spiritual blessings and privileges, the
Christian's practice of giving would at
least be equal to that required under
the Law?
We recall, too, that on one occasion
Jesus approved the practice of tithing.
While he called the scribes and
Pharisees " h y p o c r i t e s " and said,
" W o e unto you," He nevertheless
said, concerning their practice of
careful tithing, "these ought ye to have
done" (Matt. 23:23). If Jesus told
these hypocrites that they did right to
tithe, do you think he would be pleased
if his followers today—you and
I—practiced a lower standard of
giving?
How does our giving compare to the
tithe, or 10%? Referring to the
editorial in the April 25 Visitor, we
find the statement: " T h e average personal income for residents of the
United States in 1976 was $6441. Per
member giving of United States
Conferences in 1977 was $469.24." (In
speaking of average income, we need
to keep in mind, of course, that there
are many above this figure, and also
many below.) If the average personal
income is $6441, then a tithe or 10% of
that amount would be $644.10; but
since per member giving was $469.24,
this apparently would mean that we
are only giving 7.28% of our income,
instead of 10%. So, if we were to
increase our giving by another 2.72%,
and thus give the tithe, an additional
$2,485,000 would be available to meet
budget and relief needs.
to page eleven
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Who Hasn't
Heard
of Nottawa?
Harvey
Dr. E. J. Swalm has written a new
book entitled: " A History of the
Brethren in Christ in the Nottawa
District: 1878-1978." Why did he
write this book? The Stayner Brethren
in Christ Church Board held it to be a
prime consideration for their Centennial Celebrations to be observed
during 1978, and therefore commissioned him to compile a history of
the " N o t t a w a District."
Eighty miles northwest of Toronto,
Ontario, on the 6th concession of
Nottawasaga Township stands the little red-brick Stayner Brethren in
Christ Church building. It houses a
congregation which is approximately
125 years old. This 125-year-old congregation which worships in a 100year-old building is celebrating the
Centennial of its worshipping in this
building in conjunction with the Bicentennial of the denomination.
For 100 years succeeding generations have driven through the cedar
clothed valley and crossed the Batteau
River to worship in this red brick
building. After worship they have
fellowshipped with one another in full
view of the Blue Mountains to the
west. These are fitting symbols of the
growth and vitality of the congregation and its hope for the future.
Some of the generations referred to
above, are reflected in such family
names as Swalm and Baker. The
Swalm family are descendents of
Conrad and Mary Swalm who came
directly from Hesse-Cassel, Germany,
to Canada and settled in the Nottawa
District. It is considered that upon the
conversion of C o n r a d and M a r y
Swalm that the Nottawa Church was
born. Soon there were people moving
in from the M a r k h a m District (North
The writer
congregation.

is the
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pastor of the

Stayner

Stickley
of Toronto) to take up residence and
help with the newly developing work.
Among these were well-known family
names such as Baker, Doner, and
Ditson. The present families of Bakers
stem from these earliers settlers from
the Markham District. Other families
such as the Lebecks, Sheffers, Hawtons, Cobers, and Hoggs are descendents of those who later became a part
of the congregation.
Over the years Stayner has grown to
include many families that do not have
traditional Brethren in Christ backgrounds or Brethren in Christ family
names.
The congregation has been served
by a sizeable number of bishops and
ministers. Bishops Charles Baker,
Isaac Swalm and E. J. Swalm will be
known to many in the denomination.
Ministers with familiar and unfamiliar
names include: Charles Ditson, John
Doner, Samuel Doner, Alex
McTaggart, William Klippert, Isaac
Baker, Ernest Ditson, John Hisey,
Charles L. Baker (who was the congregation's longest living minister—
deceased in his 91st year), George
S h e f f e r (who served the longest
pastoral service), Dale Shaw, Harvey
Sider and Harvey Stickley, Wilmot
Milne, Marshall Baker, John Patfield
and Wade Smith held ministerial
licences, while John Ditson served as a
lay minister.
Names perhaps more familiar will
be found in the list of deacons who
have served the congregation. They
were: John Zeiggel, John Baker,
Abram Doner, Josephus Baker,
Aaron Sheffer (the oldest deacon—
deceased in his 101st year), Thomas
H a w t o n , H a r v e y Sheffer, Allen
Lebeck and Walter Sheffer.
Evangelism and missions have been
strong factors in the life of the Stayner
church. In fact, Stayner may hold

Bishop and Mrs. Charles Baker, first
bishop of the Stayner Church.

something of a record in the fact that
two of its ministers have held a combined total of approximately 500
revivals across the brotherhood (E. J.
Swalm—400, and George Sheffer—
100).
Harvey Sider, one of the pastors,
served overseas as the superintendent
of the Indian mission work for a
number of years and brought a wealth
of experience to this charge. During
his pastorate he wrote the book entitled, "The Church in Mission" which
is one of the books in the denomiation's Heritage Series.
Others from this congregation who
shared in "World Missions" were;
Levi Doner, Hannah Baker and Elsie
Sheffer, all of whom served in Africa.
Lois (Baker) Ruegg and her husband
served in the Middle East under the
M C C and also in Africa.
The Nottawa District was much
interested in local outreach and
growth as well. Through tent meetings, summer Bible schools and concern for needs at various places, a
gospel witness and preaching appointments were held at places such as
Elmvale, Second Line, Lisle, Hemlock
Temple, Feversham and Collingwood.
All of these have closed except for
Collingwood (now "New Life") which
today has a larger average attendance
and a membership which is fast approaching Stayner's.
to page six
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Nottawa
from page five

On March 12, 1978, the "New Life"
c o n g r e g a t i o n of C o l l i n g w o o d ,
honoured their " m o t h e r " church by
being hosts at a "100th Anniversary
service in their new facilities. The
daughter church gave a fresh incentive
for moving ahead. They, with many
new people, in a new building, were
gracious hosts to a people of mainly
t r a d i t i o n a l B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t
backgrounds who worship in a 100year-old building.
On J u l y 23 the c o n g r e g a t i o n
gathered in that 100-year-old building
and took a "backward-forward" look.
To symbolize this kind of outlook, the
youth of the congregation shared
significantly with the older people.

One facet of the service featured those
of the congregation who are 70 and
over being seated in the "amen corn e r " as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e
ancestors. The grandsons and granddaughters of these families made a
special presentation to them in honour
of their forebears who served in the
past.
As we look out upon the Blue
Mountains to the west and realize that
our help cometh from the Lord, we
will be strong for another 100 years.
As we listen to the Batteau River
(where the rainbow trout sport about)
babbling beneath the red cedars, we
also realize that fruitfulness and
growth are the results of God's work
for the future.

The Most Important
Paul E.
John Wesley said, "God will do
nothing but in answer to prayer." S.
D. Gordon said, " T h e greatest thing
anyone can do for God and for man is
to pray. . . . You can do more than
pray after you have prayed, but you
cannot do more than pray until you
have p r a y e d . " A n o t h e r had said,
"Prayer is striking the winning blow . .
. service is gathering up the results."
E. M. Bounds expressed it, "God
shapes the world by prayer. The more
praying there is in the world the better
the world will be, the mightier the
forces against evil . . . The prayers of
God's saints are the capital stock of
heaven by which God carries His great
work on earth. God conditions the
very life and property of His cause on
prayer." If theses things are ture, then
"prayer should be the main business of
our day."
Checks used by some business firms
require the signature of two individuals to make them valid. One
signature is not enough. Both parties
must sign. This illustrates G o d ' s
method of operating through the faith
of His people. His promises are His
checks signed in His own blood. His
part was fully completed at Calvary.
But no promise is good until a
redeemed man enters the throne room
of the universe and, by prayer and
faith writes his name beside God's.
6

Billheimer
Then, and not until then, are the
check's resources released. It is like a
safety deposit box in a bank vault. The
keeper has a key and you have a key.
Neither key alone will open the box.
But, when you give the keeper your
key, she inserts both keys and the door
flies open, making available all of the
treasures stored in the box.
Heaven holds the key by which
decisions governing earthly affairs are
made but we hold the key by which
those decisions are implemented.
This being so, then prayer takes on
a very different dimension from the
conventional notion or understanding.
Prayer is not overcoming reluctance in
God. It is not persuading Him to do
something He is unwilling to do. It is
"binding upon earth" that which is
already bound in heaven. (Mt. 16:19
Amp). It is implementing His decision. It is enforcing His will upon
earth. Prayer makes possible God'?
accomplishing what He wants and
what He cannot do without it. The
content of all true prayer originates in
the heart of God. So it is He who
inspires the prayer in the heart of man,
and the answer to every God-inspired
petition is already prepared before the
prayer is uttered. When we are convinced of this, then faith for the
to page eleven

Secret
Orders
That many Christians have belonged to lodges I do not doubt, nor would
I attempt to pass judgment on a
particular individual who may now
have membership in a secret order
such as the Masonic Lodge.
The question is: "Should a Christian belong?" My answer is negative
for the following reasons:
1. Because of the principle of
secrecy which it involves. It doesn't fit
in with the openness and transparency
of Christ and His gospel. Our Lord
said, " I spake openly to the world . . .
and in secret have I said nothing"
(John 18:20).
2. Because it requires the unnecessary and imprudent use of oaths.
The oath demanded is unnecessary
because it has no connection with any
official or governmental aspect of life,
and it is imprudent because it means
swearing to secrets in advance of any
knowledge as to what those secrets are
to be.
3. Because it is undemocratic.
Speaking solely as a sociologist, a
professor of mine once remarked in a
lecture, " I n a democracy, secret
societies are a contradiction in terms."
4. Because its religious claims and
practices tend to make its members
feel the sufficiency of the lodge independently of the church of Jesus
Christ. The other day when I gave my
personal Christian testimony to a
stranger, his only comment was a selfsatisfied nodding of the head as he
remarked, "I get mine (Christianity)
through Masonry." Yet in the Encyclopedia
of Free Masonry,
by
Albert G. Mackey, it is written,
"Free Masonry is not creeds or doctrines, but t e a c h e s f u n d a m e n t a l
religious truth." Very well! But is not
the thoughful conscientious Christian
bound to ask: "How fundamental can
its religious truth be if it is not
Christianity?"

Paul S. Rees
Editor-at-large for World Vision
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Religious News
Civil Religion, Born Again Movement
Jeopardize Witness, Dr. Littell Says
A noted religion scholar told a gathering
of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f " B e l i e v e r s '
Churches" meeting in Winnipeg that civil
religion and the " b o r n again" movement
are jeopardizing the "integrity of the
witness" of the Believers' Church.
Dr. Franklin Littell, head of the Department of Religion at Temple University,
Philadelphia, spoke at a public rally during
a Study Conference on the Believers'
Church here. T h e t e r m , " B e l i e v e r s '
C h u r c h " includes Churches which practice
adult baptism, such as Baptists, Mennonites, Friends, and the Church of the
Nazarene. Most trace their heritage to the
Radical Reformation.
With regard to " b o r n again religion,"
the United Methodist scholar charged that
this movement has become popular "all
too frequently without the doctrinal integrity, disciplined life, and frequent use of
the means of grace which can convert a
subjective experience into the witness of a
faithful Christian people."
Carter's Decision on Neutron Bomb
Sound, Courageous, says Jesuit Journal
President Carter's decision to defer
production of the controversial neutron
bomb is a " s o u n d " and " c o u r a g e o u s " one,
according to America, the Jesuit weekly
magazine.
" I n f a c t , " said an editorial in the April
22 issue of the journal of opinion published
by the Jesuits of the United States and
C a n a d a , "it could well prove to be a
historic step toward nuclear disarmament."
M M H S Elects Curtis Byer Vice-Chairman
The semi-annual meeting of Mennonite
Mental Health Services convened at Eden
Mental Health Centre, Winkler, Man., on
April 14-15. Those attending listened to
presentations on ethics and values in the
delivery of mental health services and on
the evaluation of programs, discussed
program development, and elected new
officers.
T h e M M H S board elected as its officers
for the next year David H a a r e r , chairman;
C u r t i s B y e r , U p l a n d , C a l i f . , vicechairman; Jeanette RatzlafT, Abbottsford,
B.C., treasurer, and Larry Yoder,
Bakersfield, Calif., secretary. T h e s e
officers also form the executive committee
of M M H S .
Israelis in Tel Aviv Urge
Return of Land to Arabs
A crowd of Israelis estimated at between
25,000 and 45,000 staged a rally at Tel
Aviv's City Hall April 1 to call for Israel's
return of land to the Arabs as a way of
achieving peace.
T h e rally was organized by some 300
military reservists and university students,
who earlier had criticized Prime Minister
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Menachem Begin's government for its
refusal to commit itself to relinquish any of
the West Bank of the Jordan or the Gaza
Strip, which were captured in the 1967
war.
The keynote of the protest rally, the
largest such since M r . Begin took office,
was expressed in a huge placard that read,
"Better Peace in Israel Than a Greater
Israel."
During the speeches, people queued up
at tables to sign a petition, "Peace N o w ! "
and to fill out postcards addressed to M r .
Begin urging, " D o n ' t endanger peace for
the sake of settlements."
$16.5 Billion Contributed
To Religious Bodies in '77
Charitable giving in the U.S. in 1977
rose to $35.2 billion, of which $16.54
billion or 47 per cent went to religion,
according to the 1978 annual report of
Giving U S A .
Health and hospitals received $4.76
billion, 13.6 per cent of the total; education, $4.66 billion, 13.2 per cent; social
welfare, $3.46 billion, 9.8 per cent; arts &
humanities, $2.21 billion, 6.3 per cent;
civic & public, $1.09 billion, 3.1 per cent;
and " o t h e r , " $2.48 billion, 7 percent.
The total 1977 giving of $35.2 billion is a
significant increase over the $29.42 billion
the year before. Religion continued to
receive the smallest share of giving from
foundations in 1977—2 percent of the total
or $17 million of $770 million distributed.
In 1977, education received largest share
of foundation giving—26 per cent, or 3,068
grants totaling $200 million. Religion
received 460 of the 14,276 grants given by
foundations.
However, the small amount designated
to "religion" may be somewhat misleading
since religious-affiliated colleges, hospitals
and other religious-oriented causes may
receive many foundation funds under
different categories, notably education or
health.
The Ford Foundation is by far the
largest foundation both from the standpont of assets (about $2.1 billion) and
grant payments in 1977 ($136,785,000).
The four largest foundations following
Ford, according to assets, are: W. K.
Kellogg, $926,446,000; R o b e r t W o o d
Johnson, $916,000,000; Andrew W.
Mellon, $776,423,000; and Rockefeller,
$744,423,000.
Total Prohibition by 1981
Goal of India's Premier
To the dismay and consternation of
India's drinking minority, Prime Minister
Morarji R. Desai has set his country's
sights on total prohibition by 1981.
The Prime Minister has made the banning of alcoholic beverages a major goal of
his year-old administration, reversing a
trend toward more liberal liquor laws.
When bars and liquor stores in several
parts of India began shutting up shop, the
ascetic Mr. Desai hailed the closings as
"an important beginning."
"Prohibition is not a f a d , " he said. " I t is
an essential part of the fight against poverty and the struggle for peaceful domestic
environment. I do not mind if my government goes out of office because of
prohibition."

Medical Group Would Permit Doctors
To Bar Resuscitation in Some Cases
A committee of the Minnesota Medical
A s s o c i a t i o n is d r a f t i n g g u i d e l i n e s
recommending that doctors write
" D N R " — f o r " D o Not Resuscitate"—on
the charts of certain consenting terminally
ill or severely brain-damaged patients.
The letters " D N R " would indicate that
no special action should be taken if the
patient's heart stops beating or if he or she
stops breathing, problems doctors call
acute cardiac or respiratory arrest.
Dr. Ronald Cranford, nuerologist at the
Hennepin County Medical Center here
who heads the association's ad hoc committee on death, said the decision concerning which patients should be designated
D N R would be left to the individual
physician.
People
Only 31 people came to hear evangelist
Billy James Hargis—who once called for
the stoning of congressmen and journalists
who favored the impeachment of former
President Richard Nixon—as he took the
first steps on a hoped-for comeback trail
Sunday.
His a n t i - c o m m u n i s m message at a
downtown Wichita hotel was his first
public lecture in the United States in four
years. Since 1974, when Hargis suffered a
stroke, he has had continuing battles with
the Internal Revenue Service to keep the
tax-exempt status of his Tulsa-based
Christian Crusade. He also has been accused of bisexual exploits with five
students in 1974 when he was President of
America Christian College in Tulsa, but
denies the allegations.
Oral Roberts delivered the address as
the House of Representatives observed
Flag Day June 14 in a ceremony of
patriotic songs and readings. The
ceremony was dedicated to the nation's
astronauts and several were in attendance,
including Senators John Glenn, D-Ohio,
and Harrison Schmitt, R - N . M. This is the
20th anniversary year of the establishment
of the space program by Congress.
Russian Crowds Jam Gallery
To Inspect 'The Prodigal Son'
A painting of the "Prodigal S o n , " by
Soviet artist Llya Glazunov, has become
the focus of special interest at an exhibition here.
Thousands of Muscovites have flocked
to the showing in Manege Hall at the foot
of the Kremlin Wall, with the biggest
crowds clustering in front of the large
Glazunov canvas that displays a religious
theme.
Catholic, Southern Baptist Memberships
Grew Faster Than Population Rate in '76
The two largest Christian bodies in the
United S t a t e s — T h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c
Church and the Southern Baptist Convention—both grew faster than the population
during 1976, according to the 1978 edition
of the Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches.
Religious News
to page ten
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Where on earth is Macha Mission and whatever are
they doing there that they are always crying for new
staff?

A Magnificent Rooster
Esther
Macha is a rural hospital of 208
beds located forty miles over dirt
roads from the town of Choma, Zambia. (Choma has a government district
hospital about the same size as
Macha, staffed by seven doctors, to
which we refer some patients.) 1977
marked the Twentieth Anniversary of
the opening of Macha Hospital at the
present site, and the Tenth Anniversary of the Zambia Enrolled Nurse
Training School (LPN equivalent).
These milestones were commemorated
in F e b r u a r y at which t i m e the
Honorable Minister of Health, Mr.
C l e m e n t M w a n a n s h i k u , was the
speaker. During this period of time
there have been over 75,000 admissions to the hospital and 155 nurses
have completed training.
This year the hospital workload
remained about the same, with a
decrease in the average number of
inpatients (176) but a marked increase
in the number of deliveries (815) and
an amount of surgery performed (855
cases). The hospital continued its
strong emphasis on health education
and preventative medicine by instituting a regular program of health
education talks on the wards and by
increasing the number of mobile
clinics. The new outpatient building
was opened in April, providing a much
better facility for the increasing
number of outpatients.
The Preventative Medicine Program was expanded by increasing the
number of mobile clinics and the
number of children's clinics held at the
hospital. A total of 83 antenatal and
children's clinics were held at 16
l o c a t i o n s plus 50 clinics at the
hospital. In addition, immunizations
were given in pediatric and maternity
wards of the hospital and in local
primary schools. A total of 17,349
This article is adapted from the 1977 Annual
Report of the M a c h a Hospital. Mrs. Spurrier
and her husband, J o h n , are on the staff of the
Hospital where he serves as a staff doctor.
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Spurrier

immunizations were given and 454
children completely protected. This
was accomplished despite the fact that
during parts of January, April, June,
September and December the Preventative Medicine team was out of
measles, polio, and BCG vaccines.

administered by Medical Assistance
Programs (MAP). Mutual benefit and
enrichment were received, and the
hospital staff would welcome such
visits by other senior medical students.

Macha Hospital is responsible for
four Rural Health
Centers.
Siabunkululu, Muchila and Chikanta
are two-bed RHC's, the staff of which
must come from the hospital establishment (government grant for personnel). Sikalongo is a 57-bed R H C
with its own establishment. Visits are
made monthly to the first three by a
doctor and the maternal-child health
team, and twice monthly by a doctor
to Sikalongo.

Macha Hospital has received a new
Toyota Hiace from O X F A M , a
charitable organization based in Oxford, England. The van, which will be
used by the Maternal-Child Health
Team in their mobile clinics, was
purchased in Blantyre, Malawi, and
driven to Macha by Albert and Ine
Bertens, new staff members from
Holland. Such vehicles are unavailable
in Zambia at this time.

That's all very fine, but how does
the work there help to spread the
gospel of Jesus Christ?
In addition to a high quality of
medical care given by a caring, Christian staff, the patients are ministered
to by a team of evangelistic workers.
Pastor Lazarus Muleya works full
time at the hospital, assisted by Bina
Beulah Kalaluka and Bina Grace
Moono. Chapel services are held each
morning in the waiting lobby of the
outpatient department, and afternoon
prayers each day in the hospital
chapel. Each inpatient is visited on a
regular basis by one of the workers.
The aim is that in these ways each
person coming in contact with Macha
Hospital will also come to know
something of the message of the
Gospel.

Macha Hospital staff has just completed its first experience in providing
a Medical Missions Externship for a
fourth-year U. S. medical student.
Steven Johnson, from Emory University School of Medicine in Atlanta,
Georgia spent ten weeks at Macha
under a grant from Reader's Digest

Patient Vignettes
Night falls quickly in the cold
season. It was after dark when they
arrived at the hospital, having traveled
some ten miles from their village.
F o u r - y e a r - o l d C h a r l e s had been
dragged by an oxcart and his head was
a mass of blood and dirt. The doctor
spent several hours cleaning the
wounds and suturing the remaining
skin to try to cover the large area of
exposed skull.
In subsequent weeks Charles, his
head swathed in bandages and his foot
in a cast, and his mother, looking quite
solemn, became a common sight at
hospital chapel or outside pediatric
ward. The foot knit quickly and, with
the help of skin grafts, the head healed
in nicely. When discharge day came
only a small bandage and a slightly
irregular-looking ear gave indication
of his traumatic accident. As big a
change was seen in the mother who
was literally beaming as she presented
the doctor with a magnificent rooster.
How encouraging are healing and
gratitude.
to page nine
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Brethren in Christ

New Fields /Ministries
Recommendation To General Conference

&

Whereas, the urgency of the divine mandate necessitates whole-hearted
obedience to reaching and ministering to people throughout the world, and
Whereas, the resources of the Brethren in Christ Church, nationally and
internationally, have increased abundantly during the past decade, and
Whereas, a task force has spent considerable time in research, consultation
and interaction with the brotherhood during the past 18 months resulting in a
sense of direction as to potential new ministries, and
Whereas, it is imperative that new ministries involve the Brethren in Christ
around the world, and

o
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Whereas, the political climate in many sectors of the world is volatile so
that situations sometimes change rapidly, and
Whereas, this is a year of transition with General Conference confirming a
new Secretary of Overseas Ministries, therefore,

RECOMMEND

That General Conference authorize the Board for Missions to further
pursue t h e opening of new mission ministries in areas such as
Bangladesh, Europe (London), Botswana, Indonesia, Central America,
North America (ethnic groups) with the understanding that this b e
carried out within the scope of approved budgets and in consultation
with the Board of Administration.
T h a t t h e Board f o r Missions be authorized to move into t h e
field(s)/ministries
at an early date as these are confirmed by the leading
of the Holy Spirit, consultation with the international brotherhood,
further research and on-site study.
That the church be called to fasting and prayer that the mind of the
Spirit may be ascertained, both in the new ministry to be pursued and in
the new level of commitment by the brotherhood—a commitment
which recognizes Christ as Lord of all our resources which will be
needed to enable the carrying out of this expanded and enormous task.

Board for MissionsJ. Wilmer Heisey
Roy V. Sider
Glen Pierce

Staff Assignments
Executive Secretary
Secretary for Overseas Ministries
Secretary for Home Ministries

Brethren in Christ Missions
Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022/Route 1, Stevensville, Ont. LOS ISO

An Historic Moment
"We left Bulawayo on the evening of July 4 and traveled three nights and
two days before the mission valley was reached.
"We reached the valley, which is to be our home, on the morning of July 7
[1898]"*
Eighty years later, on July 7, 1978, the first international fellowship of
Brethren in Christ was in session in the library of the G r a n t h a m Brethren in
Christ Church.
Fifteen representatives from overseas Brethren in Christ fellowships met
with an equal number of representatives of the North America Brethren in
Christ for an opportunity of fellowship and sharing.
T h e overseas representatives were:
Philip M . D u b e — Rhodesia
Hirotoshi H a s h i m o t o — J a p a n
Iddo K u m a l o — Rhodesia
J a n e Kumalo — Rhodesia
P. M . K u m a l o — Rhodesia
Jacob Muchimba — Zambia
Jonah Munsanje — Zambia
J o n a t h a n Mwaalu — Z a m b i a

Daniel C. M w a a n g a — Z a m b i a
Dorica Mwaanga — Z a m b i a
M a s a h a r u O k a n o — Japan
Enrique Palacios — Nicaragua
Teresa Palacios — Nicaragua
Hem K. Paul — India
T a k a n o b u Tojo — Japan

These fifteen brethren and sisters with their N o r t h American brothers and
sisters ate together; prayed together; shared with one another about their
families, their vocations, and their churches; spoke of their hopes, visions, and
concerns. They supported each other in the desire to be faithful to Jesus Christ
and to share his message with integrity in their own cultural settings.
A s the mission story was shared by each fellowship and representatives
from Rhodesia recounted the coming of the missionary it dawned upon the
group that it was 80 years to the day that the first missionaries pulled their
donkey team to a halt among the granite rocks of the M a t o p o Hills in
Rhodesia.
Now there are Brethren in Christ not only in Rhodesia but in Z a m b i a ,
India, J a p a n , Cuba, Nicaragua, United States, and C a n a d a — w h o , in the
words of the Apostle Paul, are "fellow laborers in the gospel."
This event has the potential of marking the beginning of a new era in
missions for the Brethren in Christ as the several fellowships share their gifts
one with the other and place all of these gifts under control of him who is Lord
of the church.
*H. Frances Davidson, South and South Central Africa, pp. 53, 55. The author,

who was a member of this first missionary party, is quoting from an account written at
the time of the trip from Bulawayo to the mission site.
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MISSIONS-OVERSEAS
Rhodesia
P. O. Box 711,

Bishop's Office;
Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
P. M. Kumalo, Bishop
Robert and Carolyn Mann, P. O. Box 223,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Nancy Kreider, Dorchester
House, 102
Jameson St., Box 14, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Matopo Book Centre: P. O. Box 554,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Elwyn and Meredyth Hock
Stations with no currently assigned personnel:
Matopo Mission
Mtshabezi Mission
Phumula Mission
Wanezi Mission
Zambia
Bishop's Residence and Office: P. O. Box
115, Choma, Zambia, Africa
William Silungwe, Bishop
Mary Olive Lady
Field Secretary: P. O. Box 2733, Lusaka,
Zambia, Africa
Ira and Miriam Stern
Choma Bookroom: P. O. Box 198, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Choma Secondary School: P. O. Box 92,
Choma, Zamiba, Africa
Eunice Bert*
Dennis Myers*
John Snyder*
Financial Secretary: P. O. Box 83, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
A b r a m Bert*
Macha Mission: Private Bag 11xc, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Levi and Sandra Brubaker
Macha Mission Hospital: P. O. Box 340,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert
Mary Biser*
Mary Bricker
Rachel Copenhaver
Marilyn Ebersole
Janette Engle*
Shirley Heisey
Kathleen Rixon*
John and Esther Spurrier*
Philip and Elaine Thuma*
Macha Secondary School: Private Bag 15xc
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Nathan and Catherine Bert*
Edith Miller
Nahumba Mission: P. O. Box 173, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Chester and Mildred Sollenberger*
Sikalongo Bible Institute: P. O. Box 131,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Fannie Longenecker
Marshall and Eleanor Poe
Sikalongo Mission Hospital: P. O. Box 131,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Mary Heisey

India
Stations with no currently assigned personnel:
Banmankhi Mission
Madhipura Mission
Purnea Mission
Other M i n i s t r i e s — I n d i a :
FEB A: 7, Commissariat
Road,
Bangalore,
India 560-025
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter
12/A Underhilll Lane, Delhi, India 110-054
Joseph and Marietta Smith
Japan
Superintendent's Residence: 309-15, 4
Chome, Hana-Koganei,
Kodaira,
Tokyo,
Japan 187
John and Lucille Graybill
Miriam Bowers*
Jay Smith*
Nicaragua
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C. A.
Apartado A257, Managua, Nicaragua, C.A.
Charles and Cara Musser
MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH
Velma Brillinger, General Delivery, Gormley,
Ontario, Canada LOH 1G0
Kenneth and Elva Bulgrien, 2018 Deckerville Rd., Snover, Ml 48472
William and Mary Hoke, c/o Carlton Hoke,
617 W. Pajabon Dr., Palmyra, PA 17078
Frank and Blanche Kipe, R. D. 6, Box 180,
Waynesboro, PA 17268
Erma Lehman, R. D. 1, Box 301C, Chambersburg, PA 17201
Richard and Marlene Martin, R. D. 4, Box
1820, Lebanon, PA 17042
Jacob and Nancy Shenk, Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Bert and Marian Sider, 683 Niagara St.,
Welland, Ontario, Canada L3C 1M2
Lois Jean Sider, R. D. 1, Wellandport, Ontario, Canada LOR 2J0
Edna Switzer, 524 S. 10th St., Clinton,
OK 73601
Sharon Weisser, 9925 Lapp Rd., Clarence
Center, NY 14032
Marlin and Ruth Zook, Box 50, Grantham,
PA 17027
SELF-SUPPORTING
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES
Oren and Naomi Hofstetter, 402 W. Animas
St., Farmington, NM 87401
Lee and Lois Isaacs, Macha Mission
Hospital, P. O. Box 340, Choma, Zambia, Africa
Roy and Esther Mann, 32 Dorchester House,
Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Dorothy Martin, Dorchester House, 102
Jameson St., Box 14, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Richard and Deborah Sisco, 163 Academy
St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing, Private Bag
RW 13X, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa

MISSIONS - NORTH AMERICA
Canada
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Timber Bay, Sask. S0J 2T0
Raymond and Sandra Sider
George and Marlene Comfort
Shirley Dyck
Agnes Epp
Anna Frey*
Joseph and Karen McNaughton
Paul Moore
Barbara Musser
Robert and Debbie Nigh
Valarie Stump
Marlene Tiessen
Valerie Warriner*
United States
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel)
246 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10457
Samuel and Ruth Minter*
Daniel Farina
Sharon Cripe*
Janet Hykes
Beverly Myers*
Leland Mylin*
Jesse Wolgemuth*
Spring Lake Retreat
R. R. 1, Box 361, Wurtsboro, N. Y. 12790
Ray and Miriam Heisey*
Lablsh Village, Salem, Ore.
4383 Dover Ave., N. E., Salem, Ore. 97303
New Mexico (Navajo Mission)
Star Route, 4, Box 6000
Bloomfield, N. M. 87413
Marion and Rachel Heisey
Richard and Sara Engle*
Philip Frey*
Rose Hamilton*
Warren and Connie Hoffman
Anna Marie Hoover
Edith Merkey*
June Musser*
Janet E. Oberholtzer* (on leave)
Donald and Marion Sider* (on leave)
Loran Smucker*
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner
Mark Wideman*
Cecil and Rae Werito
John Peter Yazzie
Pharr, Texas (Palm Valley)
Brethren in Christ Ministries)
Box 150, Pharr, Texas 78577
LeRoy Eberly, Team Leader
San Francisco (Life Line Chapel)
422 Guerrero St., San Francisco, Calif.
94110
Paul And Evelyn Hill, Supt.
Elaine Bender*
Timothy Geiman*
Jennifer Myers*
Carlos and Ruth Rosado*
San Francisco (Life Line Mission)
917 Folsom St., San Francisco, Calif. 94107
Murlyn and Janice Enlow*

MISSION CHURCHES
Canada
Paddockwood (North Star Mission)
Rev. Howard Rensberry
(Timber Bay, Sask., Canada SOJ 2T0)
United
States
Blandburg
Blandburg, Pa. 16619
Rev. Richard Lehman
(P. O. Box 55, Blandburg)
Brooklyn
225 Sterling St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 11225
Rev. Grafton Forbes
Callaway (AdneyGap)
Callaway, Va. 24067
Rev. Gene Craighead ( R. 1, Box 48)
Columbia (Beulah Chapel)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Rev. Robert Shanklin
(Box 393A, Sano Rt., Columbia, Ky. 42728)
Columbia (Btoomington)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Columbia (Millerfields)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Rev. Edgar Giles
(R. 3, Columbia, KY 42728)
Dayton
831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45404
Rev. John Pawelski (835 Herman Ave.)
DeRossett
R. 7, Sparta, Tenn. 38583
Rev. Irving Parker
(R. 9, Box 218)
Hillman (Maple Grove)
Hillman, Michigan 49746
Rev. Levi Troyer
(Box 354, Mio, Mich. 48647)
Hunlock Creek
Hunlock Creek, Pa. 18621
Rev. Ross Morningstar
(R. 3, Berwick, Pa. 18603)
Knlfley (Knifley Chapel)
Knifley, Ky. 42753
Rev. Gaylerd Miller (R. D. 1)
Llewellyn
Llewellyn, Pa. 17944
Rev. William Fetrow (Box 117)
Mt. Holly Springs
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 17065
Rev. Ernest U. Dohner
(Box 32, Grantham, Pa. 17027)
Salem (Labish Community
Church)
4522 Scott Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303
Rev. Art Cooper (4306 Scott Ave., N.E.)

EXTENSION CHURCHES
Canada
Klrkland Lake
Rev. A m o s H. Buckwalter
(11 Hillcrest Dr., Kirkland Lake, Ontario
P2N 3M6)
Prince Albert (Community Brethren in
Christ Church)
Rev. Herb Anderson
(101-3350B 4th Ave. W. Saskatoon,
Sask. S 6 V 6 J 8
United
States
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue)
611 S. Maryln Ave., Baltimore, Md.
Rev. Marvin Keller
(925 Homberg Ave., 21221)
Campbellsvllle
Campbellsville, Ky. 42718
Rev. Earl Hess

Cincinnati (Western Hills Church)
2815 Robert Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45211
Rev. Dale Allison
(P. O. Box 11241)
Des Moines (Oak Park)
Rev. Verle Brubaker (3840 W. 14th St.,
Des Moines, Iowa 50313)
Dublin (Highland Park)
Dublin, Va.
Rev. Orvin White
(32 Dalton Dr., Dublin, Va. 24343)
Hanover (Conewago)
301 Maple Avenue, Hanover, Pa. 17331
Rev. Kenneth Reid (212 Krug Ave.)
Masslllon (Amherst)
8650 Beatty St., N. W., Massillon, Ohio
Rev. Atlee Hershberger
(852 Amherst, N.E., 44646)
McMlnnvllle (Rolling
Acres
Community
Church)
McMinnville, Tenn. 37111
Rev. Rodger L. McCann (401 Pace St.)
Moreno
Moreno, Calif. 92360
Rev. Ric Feeney
(13831 Redlands Blvd.)
Orlando
745 Holden Ave., Orlando, Fla. 32809
Rev. Larry Steffee (741 Holden Ave.)
Phoneton
Phoneton, Ohio 45355
Rev. David Buckwalter (Box 95)
Portland (New Life)
4200 S.E. Jennings Ave., Portland, OR
97222
Rev. John Fries
(18340 S.E. Willamette Dr.)
Roanoke (Valley View)
5648 Oakland Blvd. and Verndale Dr.,
N.E., Roanoke, Va. 24019
Rev. Calvin Hamblin
(509 Elden Ave., N. E., 24019)
Smlthvllle (Pomeroy Chapel)
Smithville, Tenn. 37166
South Hagerstown (Van Lear)
4 Van Lear Dr., Williamsport, MD 21795
Rev. Clarence Brubaker (2713 Buford Dr.)
Sunnymead (Open Bible Community Church)
Heacock & Meyers, Sunnymead, CA 92388
Rev. Kevin Longenecker (12880 Heacock)

URBAN MINISTRIES
Personnel serving in urban North America,
having an administrative relationship with
the Office of Urban Ministries.
Dwain Harwick*, Christian Stronghold Missionary Society, 658 N. 52nd St., Philadelphia, PA 19131
John and Velorous Shearer, 56 Edison St.,
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

CHRISTIAN SERVICE MINISTRIES
"Other personnel serving in Voluntary Service are listed under the unit to which
assigned in other departments of the
DIRECTORY.
Brethren In Christ Missions Office
P. O. Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Carla Dahlstrom
Serving Under MCC
Janet Barclay, P. O. Box 8056, Lusaka, Zambia
Martha E. Byers, 36 Green St., Lancaster,
PA 17604
Jan Harmon, 3369 18th St., N. W., Washington, D.C.20010

Curtis and Violet Nissly, Box CH-99, Lusaka,
Zambia
Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder, MCC, Jalan
Penjawi 48, Pati, Central Java, Indonesia

BRETHREN IN CHRIST
PERSONNEL SERVING UNDER
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Jean Barker, Fuller Theological Seminary,
135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA
91101 (Mennonite Board of Missions)
Ellen Bushnell, Hildenborough Hall, Otford
Hills, Sevenoaks, Kent, England TN15
6XL (Hildenborough
Hall)
David and Florence Carlson, P. O. Box 141
Monte Carlo, Monaco (Trans
World
Radio)
Charles and Barbara Dederick, 831 E. Third
St., Williamsport, Pa. 17701 (American
Rescue Workers Mission)
Premnath S. Dick, 2050 Second Ave., New
York, N. Y. 10029 (East Harlem Interfaith)
Ethel Doner, Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies
(Unevangelized Fields Mission)
Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court, Devenish
St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, 0002 South
Africa (Sponsored
by The Evangelical
Alliance Mission)
Leslie Engle, Out-Spokin, Box 370, Elkhart,
IN 46515 (Mennonite Board of Missions)
Joe and Elaine Haines, 1015 S. 15th St.,
Goshen, IN 46526 (Mennonite Board of
Missions)
Beverly
Johnson,
Spanish
Language
Institute, Apartado 10240, San Jose,
Costa Rica, CA (Bible Club
Movement,
Inc.)
Gulabi McCarty, 1 Wheeler Rd., Bangalore
560005, India (Youth for Christ)
Thomas Pasquarello, Box 59, Grantham, PA
17027, (Inter Varsity Christian
Fellowship)
Lois Raser, Apdo. 190, Jerez, Zacatecas,
Mexico (Christian Children's Fund)
Donald and Mildred Ressler,
(Central
Alaskan
Missions,
Inc.)
Glennallen,
Alaska 99588
W. Edward and Martha Rickman, 1609
Chapel Pike, Marion, IN 46952 (World
Gospel Mission)
Winnie E. Thuma, United Mission to Nepal,
Katmandu 126, Nepal (United Mission to
Nepal)
Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito,
Chihuahua,
Mexico
(Mexican
Evangelistic Mission)
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth, 538 Pebble
Rd., Duncanville, Texas 75116 (Wycliffe
Bible Translators)

VOLUNTARY SERVICE
PERSONNEL SERVING IN
BRETHREN IN CHRIST
INSTITUTIONS
Messiah Village
100 Mt. Allen Dr., Mechanicsburg,
17055
Mile High Pines Camp
Angelus Oaks, Calif. 92305
Jesse Ensminger
Bruce Rissinger
Upland Manor
1125 W. Arrow Hwy., Upland, CA 91786
GiGiBoyer
Leroy and Inez Helmuth

PA

More-With-Less II
Entries Needed
Entries for M e n n o n i t e Central
C o m m i t t e e ' s new More-with-Less
book on Christian life standards are
coming in, but much more material is
needed.
Compiler Doris Longacre says,
" C o n t r i b u t o r s say it takes more
careful thinking to send an entry to
this book than it did to copy off a
receipe for "More-with-Less
Cookbook. Reporting a decision which
involves money, energy use and
spiritual values is tougher than telling
how you cook soybeans. But I'm
hoping for many responses because I
know that people daily grapple with
these questions and find solutions."
The goal of the new book is to
motivate North American Christians
to conserve resources and look for
ways to express in their lives the
leveling between rich and poor which
is to be characteristic of the kingdom
of God. Longacre wants stories, ideas
and reports of innovations from persons who are attempting to be more
self-sufficient and c r e a t i v e with
resources and less responsive to consumerism and waste. Some of this
material should come from mission
and service personnel around the
world.
To help would-be contributors integrate their thinking an entry form is
available from M C C suggesting a
"capsule summary" of the project or
experience; the source or motivation
for the idea; comments on "tradeoffs" encountered in making life-style
decisions, such as gains or losses in
time, money, resource use, anxiety
level, health and well-being, and what
effect the activity has on others. Place
is provided to list special skills required, unexpected spin-offs produced
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by the activity and whether illustrations are available.
For example, an entry received
f r o m C a r o l y n S a u d e r U r i c h of
Bluffton, Ohio, describes the purchase
of a tw^-story house with second-floor
apartment. Urich says the upstairs
tenants enrich their family's lives and
help pay the mortgage. Privacy of a
single family dwelling was traded off
for flexibility. Adds Urich, " A s our
parents grow older we have room to
include them in our household if need
be, giving the children the advantage
of living with another generation. As
we grow older our living quarters can
become smaller again. Rental income
will make retirement more secure."
From Mbabane, Swaziland, where
improvisation is necessary, MCCer
Ardith Frey shares ideas for making
educational materials and playthings
from recycled materials. This takes
more time than buying toys, but Frey
notes that "besides learning to not
waste, it's a meaningful experience for
parents and children to work together
making play materials."
L o n g a c r e believes that people
writing their contributions need to
examine how they make life-style
decisions; from the reported experiences of many households, the
book will then develop a system or
pattern other Christians can use in
making choices.
The new book will be a sequel to
More-with-Less Cookbook, in its 12th
printing this spring with 173,000
copies. As with the cookbook, once
staff salaries and expenses are covered,
all royalities from the new book go to
programs of Mennonite Central
Committee.

Sharing
Good Ideas
Living better while using less of the
world's resources involves more than
selecting foods produced with minimal
amount of energy. More With Less
Cookbook helped many people develop or improve economical eating
patterns and some families and individuals transferred the ideas to other
areas of life. Doris Longacre wants
stories, ideas and reports of how your
family is attempting to be more selfsufficient and creative with resources.
How do you strive to be less responsive to consumerism? How do you
cut down on volume of waste or how
do you recycle articles? Your contributions will be compiled in a second
book, More With Less II.
Send practical ideas on housing,
home furnishings, gardening, farming,
clothing, recreation, transportation,
teaching values to children, celebrations, worship, arts or crafts. You
may have gleamed your idea when
living in another culture or when
international guests were in your
home. When you tell the story, tell
something about the setting from
which the idea comes. Maybe a particular shortage in your home forced
you to substitute and you found the
revised way a m o r e e c o n o m i c a l
method. Submit as many ideas as you
wish; each idea should be described in
not more than 300 words.
Forms for submitting materials are
available from Ellen Hoover, Home
Economics Instructor Messiah
College, Grantham, PA 17027.
—Kenneth
Hoover
Magnificent Rooster
from page eight
*
*
*

She was only fifteen years old and
she was four months pregnant. When
she arrived at the hospital she was
exhibiting signs of toxic psychosis. It
soon became apparent that she had
received some sort of traditional
medicine, probably to precipitate an
abortion. All efforts to halt the
progress of the poison were in vain and
she died within a few days of admission. She was only fifteen years old.
There is still much work to be done.
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Spiritual Multiplication
Rhoda
When I arrived in the Philippines in
April 1975, one of the first evangelistic
concepts which confronted me was
t h a t of s p i r i t u a l m u l t i p l i c a t i o n .
Following Paul's pattern in II Timothy 2:2, we were not to be satisfied until
we had spiritual great-grandchildren.
In other words, we were to transfer the
Gospel of Jesus Christ so effectively
that it could be transferred just as
effectively through the reproducing
spiritual reproducers.
I was assigned to work with faculty
members at the University of the
Philippines. In time, God gave me
three small discipleship groups which
eventually merged into one group with
whom I was able to spend quality
time. We met weekly for Bible study,
prayer, and training in evangelism.
Soon it became evident that God was
working significantly in their individual lives. One member, whose
p r e v i o u s i n v o l v e m e n t had been
sporadic, became more solidly committed. Another testified to the fact
that while reading in the book of
R o m a n s the Holy Spirit had ilThe writer has recently returned f r o m the
Philippines where she served with C a m p u s
C r u s a d e for Christ.

Winger

luminated her understanding and
delivered her from the habit of
smoking. God was obviously changing
them so H e could use t h e m in
changing others.
I was invited to accompany them
one evening to a small meeting of
skeptical co-teachers. After voicing
their doubts and questions, our discussion finally focused on Christ and the
tremendous price He had paid for our
salvation. Eventually I asked their
permission to pray aloud for them,
and to this they agreed. The believers
in the group started praying conversationally and in a few moments the
skeptics joined in, praying that God
would enlighten their hearts. In was
momentous! God answered their
prayers, and that evening three faculty
members invited Christ into their
lives.

a group of researchers witnessing in
the park, and that day seventeen new
souls entered the kingdom of God.
That made me a spiritual "greatgrandmother"!
Our method in evangelism is to
work ourselves out of a job. I became
aware the other day that this was
about to happen to me when one of my
core members said, "Two of us hope
to attend Campus Crusade's Institute
of Biblical Studies in March. We think
this will equip us to carry on independently." At last my spiritual
children were r e a c h i n g s p i r i t u a l
adulthood! Like any parent, my
feelings were mingled, but j o y
predominated. Close family ties will
continue to hold us but I can move on
now, confident that they, too, will
move on in the fulfilling of the Great
Commission.

God has blessed the witness of my
faculty core. They have taken the
Great Commission seriously and
planned evangelistic strategies accordingly. They now have their own
discipleship groups comprised of other
faculty members,
researchers,
students, and children of university
employees. Recently two of them took

(Rhoda Winger is serving with Campus Crusade for Christ in Quezon
City, Philippines.)

More-With-Less Cassettes Available
A cassette tape in two 20-minute
segments on the More-with-Less
theme has been recorded by Doris
Janzen Longacre, author of Morewith-Less Cookbook,
and is now
available from Mennonite Central
Committee. The first side of the
cassette is a general presentation of
the philosphy of the
More-with
Less Cookbook,
describing how
Christians can respond to the world
hunger by changing eating habits and
life-styles. The second side of the
cassette gives tips on planning a
More-with-Less workshop.
With the widespread use of the
More-with-Less Cookbook has come
an increased interest in holding
M o r e - w i t h - L e s s w o r k s h o p s at
church functions, retreats and conferences. By sharing experiences peo10

pie learn together about More-withLess living. The cassette is an
attempt to provide a useful resource
and discussion starter. Also available
are printed workshop outlines on the
themes of "Entertaining Simply,"
"Combining Proteins to Get More
W i t h L e s s , " " T h e o l o g y in the
Kitchen," and " H o w Busy Homemakers Get More With Less."
The cassette is available on free
loan from the M C C home office at
21 South 12th Street, Akron, PA
17501; from the M C C (Canada)
office at 201-1483 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, Man. R3T 2C8,
and from M C C regional offices at
1014 G. Street, Reedley, CA 93654
and Box 235, North Newton, KS
67117.

Religious News
from page seven

An increase of 0.9 per cent was recorded
for the R o m a n Catholic Church, which
had 49,325,752 a d h e r e n t s , while the
Southern Baptist Convention increased 1.5
per cent to a total of 12,917,992. U. S.
population grew by 0.7 per cent in 1976.
The Assemblies of God was considered the
fastest growing religious body for 1976,
with a 5.1 per cent increase to a total of
1,302,318. [The Brethren in Christ grew
4.7 per cent in 1976],
The Yearbook, which is published by
Abingdon Press for the National Council
of Churches ( N C C ) , contains statists
from 223 religious bodies in the U.S. It
places their total membership at 131,897,539 for 1976, compared with a figure of
131,012,953 for the same number of bodies
for 1975.
M a j o r Protestant bodies which reported
declines included the United Presbyterian
Church (down 1.9 per cent to 2,607,321),
United Methodist Church (down 1 per cent
to 9,861,028), and Lutheran Church in
America (down 0.4 per cent to 2,974,740).
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Our Ten-Speed Life-Style
from page four

But is 10% the limit of our potential? I don't believe it is. Doubtless
some are giving "offerings" above the
tithe, and in some cases even multiple
"tithes." N o doubt most of these will
continue doing so as they are able.
Then if the rest of us would just bring
our giving up to the tithe (to say
nothing of being inspired to give
offerings), I would think our giving
percentage could go to 11% or 12%.
I admit this all sounds just a little
bit "legalistic." So, let me say that I
think the Apostle Paul stated well the
pattern for our giving when he wrote
to the Corinthian church: "Every man
according as he purposeth in his heart,
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity; for God loveth a cheerful
giver" (II Cor. 9:7).
The word "cheerful" is a very interesting word. The English equivalent
for the Greek word is "hilaros," which
I noticed sounds a lot like "hilarious."
So I looked up "hilarious" in the
dictionary, and found, sure enough, it
is derived from that same Greek word,
"hilaros." I am sure that most of us
have been in meetings where spiritual
joy became so intense that the congregation became "hilarious." But has
anybody ever been in a meeting where
this happened while the offering was
being lifted? Not likely, but I do not
believe it would be inappropriate for
this to happen.
There was another occasion when
Jesus made a comment in regard to
liberal giving. This was the time when
the poor widow "threw in two mites
which make a farthing" (Mark 12:42);
and Jesus said she had given more
than all the rest "because she of her
want did cast in all that she had even
all her living."
I am sure that not many of us have
given as liberally as this poor widow,
although we often promise to do so;
that is, when we sing, " T a k e my silver
and my gold, not a mite would I
withold."! But we can be sincere when
we sing that, and mean it, if we
recognize that we are only "stewards"
of our material possessions, and if we
are ready to give willingly and cheerfully of our means as God directs us.
In his excellent article in the April 25
Visitor, John Rudy expressed the
same thought well when he said: " W e
can thank God for money, and then
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dedicate it to His will and purposes."
In the same article, Brother Rudy
said: "Let us try to discover a more
sensible life style." I n this same vein, I
quote from the concluding paragraph
of Roy Sider's inspiring article, "The
Shared L o a f ' in the March 10 Visitor:
"If we could voluntarily continue to
work at lowering our standard of
living . . . eliminating our waste,
identifying more closely with the life
of Jesus, the large loaf we have may be
shared with the needy of our world."
The thought of a "lower standard of
living" expressed by these two writers,
called to mind a visit Mrs. Boyer and I
made in a home several years ago,
during which the twelve-year-old son
gave a very interesting demonstration
of his new bike, and described the
thrill of riding it. Then he made this
significant statement: "I really wanted
a ten-speed; but my parents decided
on a three-speed." And obviously he
was very happy and satisfied with the
three-speed." (When I first learned to

ride a bike sixty-five years ago, we
only had the one speed!)
I do not wish to make anyone feel
guilty who may own a ten-speed bike:
there may be some situations where
the ten speeds are necessary, (or at
least advantageous) and I am sure that
no one would want to go back to the
one-speed! I am simply using this as
an illustration, and suggesting with
brethren Rudy and Sider, that we all
prayerfully examine our standard of
living; and in doing so, no doubt many
of us would discover areas where we
could shift f r o m the
prevailing
American "ten-speed" lifestyle to a
more simple and sensible "threespeed." I am sure that in such a shift,
if it would also include genuine selfsacrifice, we would not only have more
money for the Lord's work, but we
would experience rich
spiritual
blessings as well. And we might find
such genuine joy in giving, that we
would soon find ourselves in the
category of giving tithes and offerings!

The Most Important
from page six

answer is easy—far easier than it
would be otherwise.
No angel was ever invited to share
this high privilege. No archangel was
ever invited into the throne room of
the universe. Only redeemed humanity. And many of us are too busy—
watching television, following sports,
hunting and fishing, bathing and
boating, engaging in farming or
business, moonlighting, etc., etc. We
are so busy with the cares and
pleasures of this life, trying to keep up
with the trend in new cars, new homes,
new appliances, new furniture, etc.,
that we do not have time to pray.
Someone has described a modern
American as a person who drives a
b a n k - f i n a n c e d car over a b o n d financed highway on cred card gas to
open a charge account at a department
store so he can fill his Savings and
Loan financed home with installmentpurchased furniture. May this not also
be a description of many modern
professed Christians? And may this
not be one reason why modern Christians have so little time to pray?
Perhaps some may be thinking: Are
we to have nothing at all for ourselves?
The answer is, NO. Christ is to be

ALL in all. You are not your own.
You are bought with a price (1 Cor.
6:19-20). "Whether therefore ye eat,
or drink, or whatever you do, do all to
the glory of G o d " (1 Cor. 10:3). If you
can buy the new car, the new home,
the new furniture, the new gadgets,
hold down two jobs, etc., for the glory
of God—well and good. But if we
didn't have to have such a high standard of living, would we not have more
time to pray? If we were not so
intoxicated with travel, pleasure,
vacations, and recreation, would we
not have more time to pray? If we
were not so enamored with sports and
entertainment, would we not have
more time to pray?
We have more leisure than ever
before—but less time to pray. We are
not only cheating God and the world
but we are cheating ourselves. By our
failure to pray we are frustrating
God's high purpose in the ages. We
are robbing the world of God's best
plan for it and we are limiting our
rank in eternity.
Adapted from the chapter, " T h e
Mystery of Prayer" from Destined for the
Throne Copyright Christian Literature
Crusade. Used by permission.
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Drollinger
Dribbles
for Christ
Ralph Drollinger is 7 feet 2V4 inches
tall and weighs 235 pounds. H e is a
basketball-playing missionary who'd
rather play for $7,500 a year than
$400,000 a year.
It's true. It happened here in New
Y o r k . T h e 23-year-old g r a d u a t e of one
of U C L A ' s great t e a m s told the New
York Nets to keep their $400,000.
H e ' d rather stick with Athletes in
Action, a C a m p u s Crusade-sponsored
t e a m which plays top college t e a m s
(and wins) and devotes much of its
time to bringing young people to
Christ.
N e w s m e n here had earlier reported
r u m o r s that R a l p h Drollinger was
going to play for the pros. H e had
already pulled two years of duty with
Athletes in Action. S o it was not
surprising when R a l p h showed up in
New Y o r k , conferred with the Jersey
N e t s of t h e N a t i o n a l B a s k e t b a l l
League. O u t went the rumor: the N e t s
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were offering him $400,000 to put his
name on a contract.
It would have been a good deal for a
team languishing in last place with not
too much of a future ahead of it. T h e
Nets need a 7-2 center like they need
blood.
Drollinger sat still for a press conference, then announced that he's happy with what he's doing. H e wouldn't
confirm what he'd been offered; he
merely said the N e t s offered " a n exciting o p p o r t u n i t y , and exciting
challenge for me that would result in a
m a j o r increase in my income, an
annual income well in excess of $100,000 a y e a r . "
" W h y ? " asked the press in one
breath.
" A s a Christian, I've often asked
myself where I can best invest my life
to tell others about the love and
forgiveness of Jesus C h r i s t . "
" H a v i n g seen such positive changes
t a k e place in my life, I am convinced
that now is the time to invest my life
with Athletes in Action. I have elected
to stay with them at least through
1980."
With C a m p u s C r u s a d e ' s Athletes in
Action, each athlete gets an annual
$7,500 missionary scholarship and a
chance to play with a fine t e a m of
Christians which, every year, wins at
least 30 of 35 games against top
college teams.

P i

The 1978 Congress will provide a
national opportunity for leaders to
examine, strengthen and promote
contemporary evangelical Christian
education. Forum discussions and
evening sessions will feature Christian education experts and nationally known speakers: Dr. David
McKenna, Seattle Pacific University: Dr. Gilbert Peterson, Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School; Dr.
Kenneth Gangel, Miami Christian
University; Dr. Howard Hendricks, Dallas Theological Seminary; and Dr. C.B. Hogue,
Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board.
It is especially designed for:
Pastors; C.E. Directors; Sunday
School Superintendents; Curriculum Writers; C.E. Professors:
Denominational C.E. Directors:
and C.E. oriented students.

Music is
for Children
In her new book Music is for
Children,
Connie F o r t u n a t o argues
that music, for both churches and
schools, is absolutely essential.
" I t holds its place at the very core of
the education process," she maintains.
" M u s i c can convey truth, express
feelings, develop social poise, and
establish self-esteem through the texts
it employs. N o n e of G o d ' s other gifts
has such an ability to penetrate the
entire person."
M r s . F o r t u n a t o is a music specialist
who directs a graded choir p r o g r a m in
a California church.
With the trend in secular schools to
cutting down on music education,
M r s . F o r t u n a t o believes the church
should t a k e advantage of a golden
opportunity to seriously include music
in religious education.
" I f secular schools do a b a n d o n
music education, the church may be
forced to enlarge its concept of choir
and Sunday school music," she says.
Further, M r s . F o r t u n a t o is convinced that children are vastly underrated in their ability to learn music
f u n d a m e n t a l s and complex melodies
and rhythms.
"Because the child's ear is so receptive to sounds and absorbs t h e m so
quickly, while the ear of an adult is
a l r e a d y fixed, children a r e m o r e
capable of some complexities in music
than most adults."
Hopefully, churches can be encouraged to include a wider spectrum
of music styles in children's music, she
feels, and to t a k e the inclusion of
music in the education process m o r e
seriously. Connie F o r t u n a t o ' s success
with teaching children Christian truths
through music has convinced her that
music can and should be integrated
into the total Christian education
program.
" F o r m a n y of us, the songs we sing
in church or learn in Sunday school
become so much a part of us that their
message often sustains us in times of
trouble."
She points out that when music is
used to teach Christian concepts, the
child's "learning process is complete,
because it occurs in three different
areas—intellectual, emotional, and
physical."
Evangelical
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S-T-R-E-T-C-H-I-N-G
the Concept of Christian Education
Ralph
Over the past centuries, and in very
recent years, the Brethren in Christ
view of Christian education has
broadened. In early days, Christian
education largely consisted of teaching
from the pulpit and strong teaching in
the home for the child or new convert.
M o r e recently, the brotherhood
stretched its concept of Christian
education to include Sunday school
and youth work. These were seen as
specific areas to which the church
should speak and in which it could
teach the life as found in Jesus Christ.
Well, we did not stop there. In very
recent years, Christian education has
included Sunday school, Youth and
Home Ministires, with some emphasis
on Children's Club work.
Over the years, we have seen a
t r e n d — a trend to b r o a d e n the
possibilities of Christian Education in
the local congregation. I, for one,
believe that this trend is good. Dr.
Kenneth Gangle, author of Leadership
for Christian Education (Moody Press
1970), reinforces for me that Christian
Education is involved in so many
different ways and at many different
levels with bringing the person to
maturity in Christ Jesus. It can no
longer be seen as just Sunday school
or some other ministry, but must be
expanded to include many forms of
ministries. Mr. Gangle suggests that
anything which affects the life and
growth of the Christian in a positive
way and in which the church is consciously involved is Christian education.
Maybe it is time that Brethren in
Christ churches begin to look at what
is really happening on the local scene.
What forces, what ministries, what
programs are affecting the Christian
for good and for growth? Perhaps we
take comfort in the growth we already
T h e writer is the founding pastor of the Alta
L o m a Brethren in Christ Church (California).
H e a l s o s e r v e s a s t r e a s u r e r of t h e
d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s Board of Christian Education.
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experience in these diversified areas.
Could we not realize it in a more
coordinated and meaningful manner if
we came to see that whatever is affecting the people in our congregation by
design of the group—teaching, training, or involving—is actually a part of
Christian education?
One might ask, " W h a t difference
does it make? If these ministries are
happening in my congregation, what
difference does it make whether or not
we think of them as part of Christian
education?" I admit that thinking of
various ministries as part of Christian
education does not produce a magical
transformation in any given ministry.
However, bringing more programs
and ministries under the umbrella of
Christian education does help in coordinating programs, in improving
quality, and in avoiding duplication of
ministries. This is especially so as
more of our churches are hiring fullor part-time directors of Christian
education. Much of the frustration
and proliferation of ministries could
be reduced through a well-coordinated
Christian education program.
Let me suggest a few areas which I
think could be included in Christian
education. I will list them alphabetically: Athletics, Child Nurture,
Evangelism, Home and Family Life,
Missions, Music, Sunday School,
Youth. You might have others you
would want to include. How about a
Discipleship Commission
or
Stewardship Commission?
Directors assigned to each of these
departments could serve as the Board
of Christian Education to coordinate,
plan, and evaluate the entire Christian
education program of the congregation.
" B u t , " one might argue, "Evangelism does not belong under Christian
education." Many Brethren in Christ
churches see the Sunday school as a
primary means of outreach. Beyond
that, we try to equip our teachers,

especially
t h o s e in
Junior
Departments, to help the child come
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Perhaps an Evangelism Department
could conduct helpful studies on how
to lead a person to Jesus Christ.
Suppose a Sunday school assigns a
person as Child Nurture Director.
Could not the Sunday School Director
and the Child Nurture Director coord i n a t e m a t e r i a l s being used for
Children in the total program of the
congregation? In this way, materials
would not repeat themes and could be
used with conscious design for a given
interval in the life of the child. These
persons could coordinate and evaluate
what really is happening to the
children of the congregation. With a
Central Board of Christian Education,
there would be the best administrative
line for such cooperation.
This structure could help many
other departments. For instance, in
many of our churches, music involves
many people. Could it not be that the
Music Department work in conjunction with the other Christian Education Departments, so that the music
program aids rather than proliferates
the ministries of the church?
One last thought: Most churches
have all of the above mentioned
ministires in some form. Some do it
with design for the wholeness of persons growing into Christ. Others leave
the program to chance, with no one
quite knowing whether the total spectrum of Christian Education is being
accomplished. They sincerely hope so,
but do not really know. I believe that
to bring these groups into cooperation,
with a view for them to be qualityproducing ministries, would greatly
enhance the local church's ministry. II
Timothy 2:2, an often quoted verse, is
important to Christian Education.
Take the "things" (take the doctrinal
truths) and commit them to others.
Let us do this in concert, rather than in
disarray.
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Conference News
Allegheny
The Jemison Valley congregation installed Rev. J a m e s Stauffer as their pastor
on Sunday, J u n e 18. Rev. Stauffer recently
graduated from Ashland Seminary. Rev.
Eber Dourte, pastor of the Lancaster
Congregation where Rev. Stauffer held
membership assisted in the installation.
The Montgomery congregation observed
" H o m e c o m i n g " on M a y 20 and 21. The
Saturday night service had a missions
emphasis with Albert Engle and former
members: J a m e s Lesher and William M a r tin, as guest speakers. C o m m u n i o n and
feet washing were also observed. On Sunday morning Ray Gibble taught the combined adult Sunday school class and
Rev. Allen Brubaker brought the morning
message. T h e Sunday afternoon service
consisted of reports on the beginning of the
Sunday school. Mrs. Frances Brubaker,
Mrs. Catherine Oldham, and Mrs. M a r t h a
Wingert, daughters of A m b r o s e Myers and
whose mother started the Montgomery
Sunday school, and Harry Garling, oldest
member of the congregation, formed a
panel and shared much interesting information. Special music was presented by
the six Myers sisters. The pastor is Rev.
Melvin Boose.
Dedication of the new Morning Hour
Church building was on Sunday, July 23,
d u r i n g t h e m o r n i n g worship service,
followed by a potluck dinner in the new
Fellowship Hall. Open House was held in
the afternoon. Rev. Herbert Hoover is the
pastor.

Atlantic
T h e Manheim and Speedwell Heights
congregations held a Joint Galilean Service
on Sunday evening, June 18. The service
was held at the farm pond of Earl Martin,
Jr. T h e pastors are: M a n h e i m — R e v . Isaac
K a n o d e and Speedwell Heights—Rev.
Glenn C. Frey.
T h e men of the Skyline View congregation held a F a t h e r / S o n Get-Together on
Wednesday evening, J u n e 28, with Ben
Kocher speaking about Men for Missions.
Rev. John Schock is the pastor.

Canadian
T h e Kirkland congregation will award
two pocket calculators as an incentive for
learning memory verses by the children. A
Baptismal Service was held on M o t h e r ' s
Day, M a y 14, by this newer congregation.
T h e pastors are Rev. A m o s Buckwalter
and Rev. Glen MacPherson.
On Sunday, June 4, the Wainfleet congregation held a time of fellowship to
welcome home Lois Sider from Rhodesia
and Rhoda Winger from the Philippines.
Lois shared in the morning service and
R h o d a shared in the evening. T h e Folk
G r o u p also presented special music in the
evening. Rev. Roy Peterman and Rev.
Roger C h a r m a n are the pastors.

14

Charles: Jacob Landis Charles, born
May 18, 1884, in East Petersburg, Pa.,
died June 7, 1978, in the Oak Ridge Acres
Home, Hiawatha, Kansas. On November
18, 1914, he was married to Ella M a e
Heise who preceded him in death in
August, 1971. A daughter, Marjorie, also
preceded him in death in March, 1971. H e
is survived by four sons: Kenneth, Landon,
Paul, and Stanley; two daughters: Dorothy
and Mrs. Ardys Sider; 21 grandchildren;
and 1 great-grandchild. He was a member
of the Pleasant Hill Brethren in Christ
Church, near Hamlin, Kansas, where he
served as pastor for 35 years. The funeral
service was conducted in the Pleasant Hill
Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop
Don Shafer officiating.
To the Family
In behalf of the Brethren in Christ
Church, the Board of Bishops extend their
prayers and sympathy on the home-going
of Jacob L. Charles. H e was a beloved and
faithful minister of the church. His long
tenure and faithfulness at the Pleasant Hill
Brethren in Christ Church, near Morrill,
Kansas, of 35 years was an unusual and

Jacob Landis Charles
1884-1978
commendable pastoral pilgrimage.
We thank the family for sharing the life
of your father, grandfather, and greatgrandfather with our Brotherhood over the
63 years of ministry. The lives that have
been touched stand as a memorial to the
life lived among us.
Don Shafer
Chairman, Board of Bishops

Central
Four persons from the Amherst congregation have completed the Bible
Memory Course recently. The Living
Water singing group from the Nappanee
congregation ministered in music on Sunday morning, J u n e 18. The pastor at
Amherst is Rev. Atlee Hershberger.
The Christ's Crusaders of the Bethel
(Merrill) congregation traveled to the
Barberton (Ohio) Rescue Mission on June
23 and 24. Towels and washclothes were
taken to be donated to the men of the
mission. Rev. Bedsaul Agee is the pastor.

Midwest
The film, "Shiokari Pass" was shown to
the Zion congregation on Father's Day,
J u n e 18, in the evening service. The pastor
is Rev. Paul Hess.

Weddings
Derrick-Sabo: Marlene, daughter of
Mrs. Eugene Sabo and the late Eugene
Sabo, and Daniel Derrick, son of M r . and
Mrs. C. O. Derrick, March 17, 1978, in the
Amherst Community Brethren in Christ
C h u r c h with Rev. Atlee H e r s h b e r g e r
officiating.
Lehman-Buckwalter: Maryl, daughter
of M r . and Mrs. Ray Buckwalter, and
Randell, son of M r . and Mrs. N a t h a n
Lehman, both of North Lawrence, Ohio,
May 27, 1978, in the Kidron Mennonite
Church with Rev. Bill Detwiler and Rev.
Atlee Hershberger officiating.

Births
Haney: Jason Matthew, born April 18,
to Donald and Karen (Heise) Haney,
Upland congregation, Ca.
Hess: Ronald Adam, Jr., born June 13,
to Ron and Bambi (Ebersole) Hess, M a n o r
congregation, Pa.

Lola S t u m p , daughter of M r . and Mrs.
Harvey W. S t u m p of 1453 Kenmore Ave.,
Ontario, California, has begun a 15 month
term of Voluntary Service with OutSpokin', Elkhart, Indiana. Out-Spokin' is
the year round biking ministry of the
Mennonite Board of Missions. Lola is
working on a staff team and carries
responsibility for head cook. In addition to
tours using a sag wagon, this team leads
self-contained tours. Bikers carry all their
gear on their bikes. Tours last from two
days and 70 miles to one week and 350
miles.
Lola is a m e m b e r of the U p l a n d
Brethren in Christ Church.
Out-Spokin' attempts to provide fun,
fellowship and Christian growth through
g r o u p bicycle touring and occasional
backpack hikes. Each year Out-Spokin'
conducts nearly 50 tours for some 1,000
persons, aging f r o m 9-65, in the U.S.,
C a n a d a , P u e r t o Rico, J a m a i c a and
Europe.
Correction: It has been called to our
attention that the item under Canadian
Conference News, M a y 10 issue, referred
to the 100th anniversary observance of the
Stayner congregation as held on March 12.
This was in error. The congregation's
100th anniversary will be observed on July
23 (see page five of this issue).
Credit for the writing of the article on
" G o d ' s Love and the R e t a r d e d , " June 10
issue, should have been given to M a r y Beth
Stoner.

Evangelical Visitor

Some Thoughts
About
the Bandwagon
Stanley

For decades, evangelicals were at
the bottom of the American power
structure. If anyone in Government
wondered what evangelicals thought
about the issues—which he rarely
did—it was after policy had already
been set. If the words "born again"
had been uttered during a television
interview, the embarrassed host would
have steered the conversation to safer
ground. If the term came up in a
newspaper story, the reporter or editor
carefully explained in parentheses:
" T h e expression 'born again' appears
in a conversion between Jesus and
Nicodemus that may be found in
chapter 3, verse 3 of the Gospel according to St. John, one of the books of
the New Testament."
Then, almost overnight, evangelicals were discovered.
Publishers
Weekly, prestigious trade journal of
the book industry, announced with no
little amazement that religious titles,
including The Living Bible, were
among the best of the bestsellers. They
had been all along, of course, but
because they were primarily sold in
evangelical bookstores, there was no
input to the best-seller measuring
mechanism. More best-sellers
appeared, written by political, sports
and stage personalities who recounted
t h e i r d r a m a t i c c o n v e r s i o n (and
s o m e t i m e s p r e - c o n v e r s i o n ) experiences.
Evangelical television shows began
competing handily with secular TV.
Evangelicals were buying not only
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radio and television time, but radio
and televison stations. On the drawing
boards were networks and communications satellites. A Southern
Baptist who made no bones about
being born again, and whose sister was
an evangelist and faith healer, was
elected President of the United States.
E v a n g e l i c a l i s m , leaping over
denominational fences to form a new
and biblical ecumenism, has become a
force to be reckoned with politically,
ecclesiastically, socially, conversationally. Evangelicals are suddenly
newsworthy. They are listened to,
cultivated, cajoled, wheedled, subs i d i z e d a n d at t i m e e x p l o i t e d .
Evangelical followers of Christ now
have a bandwagon to carry their cross.
Popularity is a heady experience. To
be respected is more fun than to be
ignored. It's a lot nicer to be a somebody than a nobody. One is also better
able to do good with power than
without it.
And yet. . . .
God has so seldom used the wise to
confound the foolish, and has so often
used the foolish to confound the wise—
probably because the wise so regularly
cease to be useable.
He more often uses the weak than
the strong, the powerless than the
powerful, the meek than the mighty,
the humble than the proud. In the
midst of our splendor, can we really
believe that it is " N o t by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit"? Perpays—but only with great difficulty.

The trouble with basking in bigness
and rejoicing in respectability is that
we begin to believe it is the normal
Christian condition. It is not impossible to imagine that someday we will
have a truly "popular" paraphrase of
the Scriptures which might render
Matthew 5:11 in this way: "When men
shall praise you and say all manner of
good about you for your sake, rejoice
and be exceeding glad, for great is
y o u r r e w a r d on e a r t h . F o r so
applauded they the prophets which
were before you." If this "Reversed
Vision" were read from the pulpit
some Sunday morning, there might
not be so much as double take.
The thought that nags me is that
evangelical popularity reacts to and
depends upon the same values and
measures that apply to everyone and
everything else. The success syndrome
causes us to forget that only God can
m e a s u r e success. Because He
measures with the yardstick of eternity, Jesus shocks us with these words:
"What sadness is ahead for those
praised by the crowds" (Luke 6:26,
LB).
None of which, it should be pointed
out, demands of the true believer that
he be cantankerous, contrary to the
apparent conviction of some. The
authentic prophet does not offend
people in order to authenticate his
prophecy. He simply calls the plays as,
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, he sees
them. He attempts neither to be popular nor to be unpopular, only to be
faithful to the Word of the Lord. It is
not necessary to work consciously at
being unpopular. That comes easily
enough. One need only be honest in a
dishonest world, truthful in a deceitful
world, peaceful in a warring world,
loving in a hating world, selfless in a
selfish world, compassionate in a
ruthless world.
Our measure will not ultimately be
taken by how many battalions or votes
or celebrities or newspaper headlines
we can field. Not even a Time cover
story will add points. The divine
scoring system is based only on
faithfulness. God will take our little or
our much and make of it what He
wishes—just so long as we do not
think we have so little that He does not
need us, or so much that we do not
need Him.

Reprinted from World
1978 World Vision, Inc.
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Commit your work to the Lord
And your plans will be established

Abiding

1
1
I
J

Proverbs

16:3

Jerel Book

Peaceful branches
abide in the vine
and fret not
nor worry
about the time,
nor wonder when
the fruit first appear,
nor count the days
though it may be a year
until the grapes mature.

there will be fruit
and from the fruit
the wine,
and with the wine
the song,
and through the song
the joy,
and in the joy
peace
caused to flow.

Faithful branches
holding fast
to the vine
know that at the last
in His time,

Fruitful branches
we will be if we heed
the changeless Christ
who speaks:
"Abide in me."

The writer is pastor of the Ontario, California, Brethren in Christ Church.
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